
Year 2: Autumn 1 

 

 

Computing 
Focus: Coding 
During this unit, the children will build their 
understanding of algorithms and explore 
how to use Purple Mash programmes. They 
will also have opportunities to create, test 
and debug their own code. 

 

PE 
Focus: Attacking and Defending 

RE 
Focus: What is the Good News That Jesus Brings? (Gospel) 

In this unit, the children will explore stories from the Bible to discover the 
Good News that Jesus brings. They will learn how Christians understand the 
word Gospel and begin to explain, in simple terms, what these Bible texts 
mean to Christian belief and life. 

PSHE 
Focus: Families and Relationships 
This term, the children will learn how to 
show respect for different families, handle 
friendship difficulties, and think about how 
to respond kindly and appropriately to the 
feelings of others. 
 

Music 
Theme: On This Island 
Focus: Singing 
In this unit, we will learn folk songs and create 
sounds to represent three contrasting 
landscapes: seaside, countryside and city. 

 
Events Beyond Living 

Memory: The 

Great Fire of London 

Art 
Focus: Drawing  

This term, the children will explore different ways of mark 
making using a range of tools and materials. They will build on 
their observation skills to add detail to their drawings, develop 
their sketching techniques, and create their own character 
illustrations. 

History 
Focus: The Great Fire of London 
This term the children will explore the key events of the Great 
Fire of London, developing an understanding of the ways in 
which we can find out about the past through discussing 
primary sources. Children will also be introduced to Samuel 
Pepys and his diary. The children will have the opportunity to 
increase their awareness of the past by comparing past and 
present-day London, as well as looking at how life was 
different in the 17th century. 

Working Historically:  

The children will learn to ask historical questions, use sources 
to learn about the past, explain the actions of people in history, 
place information in chronological order and explain and 
identify key events in history. 

Science 
Physics: Materials 

In this unit, the children will build on their Year 1 learning by exploring and 
comparing everyday materials and considering why different materials are 
chosen for particular uses. They will investigate how some solid objects can 
change shape when they are squashed, bent, twisted or stretched, and 
notice which materials are more suitable for different jobs. Through 
practical experiments, they will observe closely, identify and 
classify materials, and record their findings in different ways. 

The children will also learn about Charles Macintosh and his invention, 
thinking about how waterproof materials are used in everyday life and why 
his work remains important today. As part of their enquiry, they will carry 
out simple tests to find out which materials are waterproof and which are 
not. Throughout the topic, they will ask questions, make predictions, gather 
information, and use their observations and results to help answer scientific 
questions. 

 

Maths 
Focus: Place Value and Addition and Subtraction 
In maths this term, the children will compare and order numbers to 100 
using <, > and =, and read and write numbers in digits and words. They will 
count in 2s, 3s and 5s from zero and in 10s from any number and say 10 more 
or 10 less than a given number. They will revisit numbers within 20 and 50 
before securing their understanding of tens and ones and the place value of 
2-digit numbers. The children will also recall and use addition and 
subtraction facts within 20 and use related facts to help them solve 
calculations within 100. They will add and subtract 2-digit numbers and ones 
or tens, two 2-digit numbers, and three 1-digit numbers. They will also build 
confidence in using the inverse to check their answers, starting with making 
10, then subtracting across 10, and moving on to more formal subtraction 
methods. 

English 
We will recap Year 1 word and sentence level learning 

objectives. 
Key Text: Troll by Frances Stickley 
Purpose for writing: To Entertain 
The children will write a description of a troll, learning how to 
write statements. They will use ‘and’ to join clauses and write 
expanded noun phrases to describe size and colour. 

Key Text: Little Red Riding Hood by Ed Bryan 
Purpose for writing: To Inform 
The children will learn to use ‘but’ to introduce a problem into 
their writing cohesively, and use ‘because’ to give a reason. 
They will learn to sustain their writing ideas. 

Reading: During reading lessons, there will be a focus on 
fluency, vocabulary and comprehension, with children 
practising key skills such as retrieval, inference and prediction.  


